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this book presents an account of an intellectual breakthrough in the study of rural society
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and agriculture its ten chapters selected for their originality and synthesis from the
colloquia of the program in agrarian studies at yale university encompass various
disciplines diverse historical periods and several regions of the world the contributors fresh
analyses will broaden the perspectives of readers with interests as wide ranging as rural
sociology environmentalism political science history anthropology economics and art
history the ten studies recast and expand what is known about rural society and agrarian
issues examining such topics as poverty subsistence cultivation ecology justice art custom
law ritual life cooperation and state action each contribution provides a point of departure

for new study encouraging deeper thinking across disciplinary boundaries and frontiers

this text examines the cultural conditions that brought agriculture and science together in
19th century america integrating the history of science environmental history and science
studies this text shows how and why agrarian americans accepted resisted and shaped

scientific ways of knowing the land

late in the 1930s the u s department of agriculture set up a national network of local
organizations that joined farmers with public administrators adult educators and social
scientists the aim was to localize and unify earlier new deal programs concerning soil
conservation farm production control tenure security and other reforms and by 1941
some 200 000 farm people were involved even so conservative anti new dealers killed
the successful program the next year this book reexamines the era s agricultural policy
and tells the neglected story of the new deal agrarian leaders and their visionary ideas

about land democratization and progressive social change

during the early part of the 20th century farming in america was transformed from a pre
industrial to an industrial activity this book explores the modernization of the 1920s which
saw farmers adopt not just new technology but also the financial cultural ideological

apparatus of industrialism

historians have long viewed the massive reshaping of the american landscape during the

new deal era as unprecedented this book uncovers the early twentieth century history rich
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with precedents for the new deal in forest park and agricultural policy sara m gregg
explores the redevelopment of the appalachian mountains from the 1910s through the
1930s finding in this region a changing paradigm of land use planning that laid the
groundwork for the national new deal through an intensive analysis of federal planning in
virginia and vermont gregg contextualizes the expansion of the federal government
through land use planning and highlights the deep intellectual roots of federal

conservation policy

an account of all the new and surprising evidence now available for the beginnings of the
earliest civilizations that contradict the standard narrative why did humans abandon
hunting and gathering for sedentary communities dependent on livestock and cereal
grains and governed by precursors of today s states most people believe that plant and
animal domestication allowed humans finally to settle down and form agricultural villages
towns and states which made possible civilization law public order and a presumably
secure way of living but archaeological and historical evidence challenges this narrative
the first agrarian states says james c scott were born of accumulations of domestications
first fire then plants livestock subjects of the state captives and finally women in the
patriarchal family all of which can be viewed as a way of gaining control over
reproduction scott explores why we avoided sedentism and plow agriculture the
advantages of mobile subsistence the unforeseeable disease epidemics arising from
crowding plants animals and grain and why all early states are based on millets and
cereal grains and unfree labor he also discusses the barbarians who long evaded state
control as a way of understanding continuing tension between states and nonsubject

peoples

a definitive history of ideas about land redistribution allied political movements and their
varied consequences around the world an epic work of breathtaking scope and moral
power the long land war offers the definitive account of the rise and fall of land rights
around the world over the last 150 years matthew desmond pulitzer prize winning author

of evicted poverty and profit in the american city jo guldi tells the story of a global
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struggle to bring food water and shelter to all land is shown to be a central motor of
politics in the twentieth century the basis of movements for giving reparations to formerly
colonized people protests to limit the rent paid by urban tenants intellectual battles
among development analysts and the capture of land by squatters taking matters into
their own hands the book describes the results of state engineered land reform policies
beginning in ireland in 1881 until u s led interests and the world bank effectively killed
them off in 1974 the long land war provides a definitive narrative of land redistribution
alongside an unflinching critique of its failures set against the background of the rise and
fall of nationalism communism internationalism information technology and free market
economics in considering how we could make the earth livable for all she works out the

important relationship between property ownership and justice on a changing planet

from thomas jefferson s monticello to michelle obama s white house organic garden the
image of america as a nation of farmers has persisted from the beginnings of the
american experiment in this rich and evocative collection of agrarian writing from the past
two centuries writers from hector st jean de crevecoeur to wendell berry reveal not only
the great reach and durability of the american agrarian ideal but also the ways in which
society has contested and confronted its relationship to agriculture over the course of
generations drawing inspiration from virgil s agrarian epic poem georgics this collection
presents a complex historical portrait of the american character through its relationship to
the land from the first european settlers eager to cultivate new soil to the
transcendentalist utopian and religious thinkers of the nineteenth century american society
has drawn upon the vision of a pure rural life for inspiration back to the land movements
have surged and retreated in the past centuries yet provided the agrarian roots for the
environmental movement of the past forty years interpretative essays and a sprinkling of
illustrations accompany excerpts from each of these periods of american agrarian thought
providing a framework for understanding the sweeping changes that have confronted the

nation s landscape

an important work both in terms of how we understand the operation of ngos in the
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philippines and more significantly in terms of the contribution it makes to wider debates

about ngos jonathan rigg university of durham

parker shipton offers a range of perspectives on the process of lending borrowing in
africa his conclusions challenge the conventional wisdom of the past half century about

the need for credit among african farmers

a lively account of a community working to combat suburban sprawl and how it

discovers how to live responsibly on the land

in the great meadow brian donahue examines the farming practices of the early settlers
at concord in massachusetts he argues against the long held belief that these farmers
used methods that degraded the land shows how the concord community in fact

achieved a successful sustainable system

this ambitious work is the definitive account of russia s land reform initiatives from the
late 1980s to today in russia a country controlling more land than any other nation land
ownership is central to structures of power class division and agricultural production the
aim of russian land reform for the past thirty years to undo the collectivization of the
soviet era and encourage public ownership has been largely unsuccessful to understand
this failure stephen wegren examines contemporary land reform policies in terms of
legislation institutional structure and human behavior using extensive survey data he
analyzes household behaviors in regard to land ownership and usage based on
socioeconomic status family size demographic distribution and regional differences wegren
s study is important and timely as russian land reform will have a profound effect on

russia s ability to compete in an era of globalization

this book deals with an important and timely issue the political and economic forces that
have shaped agricultural policies in the united states during the past eighty years it
explores the complex interactions of class market and state as they have affected the
formulation and application of agricultural policy decisions since the new deal showing

how divisions and coalitions within southern corn belt and wheat belt agriculture were
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central to the ebb and flow of price supports and production controls in addition the
book highlights the roles played by the world economy the civil rights movement and
existing national policy to provide an invaluable analysis of past and recent trends in

supply management policy

from the acclaimed author and scholar james c scott the compelling tale of asian peoples
who until recently have stemmmed the vast tide of state making to live at arm s length
from any organized state society for two thousand years the disparate groups that now
reside in zomia a mountainous region the size of europe that consists of portions of
seven asian countries have fled the projects of the organized state societies that surround
them slavery conscription taxes corvée labor epidemics and warfare this book essentially
an anarchist history is the first ever examination of the huge literature on state making
whose author evaluates why people would deliberately and reactively remain stateless
among the strategies employed by the people of zomia to remain stateless are physical
dispersion in rugged terrain agricultural practices that enhance mobility pliable ethnic
identities devotion to prophetic millenarian leaders and maintenance of a largely oral
culture that allows them to reinvent their histories and genealogies as they move between
and around states in accessible language james scott recognized worldwide as an eminent
authority in southeast asian peasant and agrarian studies tells the story of the peoples of
zomia and their unlikely odyssey in search of self determination he redefines our views on
asian politics history demographics and even our fundamental ideas about what
constitutes civilization and challenges us with a radically different approach to history that
presents events from the perspective of stateless peoples and redefines state making as a
form of internal colonialism this new perspective requires a radical reevaluation of the
civilizational narratives of the lowland states scott s work on zomia represents a new way
to think of area studies that will be applicable to other runaway fugitive and marooned
communities be they gypsies cossacks tribes fleeing slave raiders marsh arabs or san

bushmen

a rich analysis of the complex dynamic between food collection and food production in
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the farming societies of precolonial south central africa engaging new linguistic evidence

and reinterpreting published archaeological evidence this sweeping study explores the

place of bushcraft and agriculture in the precolonial history of south central africa across

nearly three millennia contrary to popular conceptions that place farming at the heart of

political and social change political innovation in precolonial african farming societies was

actually contingent on developments in hunting fishing and foraging as de luna reveals
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With
the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire
libraries in their pockets.
Among the various sources
for ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a popular
choice. These sites offer a
treasure trove of knowledge
and entertainment without
the cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable, and
where can you find the
best ones? Let's dive into
the world of free ebook

sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook
Sites

When it comes to reading,
free ebook sites offer

numerous advantages.
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Cost Savings

First and foremost, they
save you money. Buying
books can be expensive,
especially if you're an avid
reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast
array of books without

spending a dime.
Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether you're
at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world,
you can access your
favorite titles anytime,

anywhere, provided you

have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook

sites cover all genres and
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interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality

and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000
titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature in

the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have
a webpage for every book
ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic

resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users
to search and preview

millions of books from

libraries and publishers
worldwide. While not all
books are available for free,

many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers

books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free
textbooks and business
books, making it an
excellent resource for

students and professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely
is crucial to avoid pirated
content and protect your

devices.

Avoiding Pirated
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Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated ebooks not
only harm authors and
publishers but can also pose

security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your
devices updated to protect
against malware that can
be hidden in downloaded

files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure
the site has the right to
distribute the book and that
you're not violating

copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites
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for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational

purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg
and Open Library offer
numerous academic
resources, including
textbooks and scholarly

articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking
to programming, making
these sites great for

personal development.

Supporting
Homeschooling
For homeschooling parents,

free ebook sites provide a

wealth of educational

materials for different grade

levels and subijects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook sites
ensures there's something

for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers,
the fiction section is

brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and

more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce
the financial burden of

education.
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Children's Books

Parents and teachers can
find a plethora of children's
books, from picture books

to young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of
Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with
features that enhance

accessibility.
Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks,
which are great for those
who prefer listening to

reading.
Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size
to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier
for those with visual

impairments.

Text-to-Speech
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Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can
convert written text into
audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy

books.

Tips for Maximizing

Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of
your ebook reading
experience, consider these

tips.

Choosing the Right

Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers
a comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook
Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook

collection, making it easy to

find and access your

favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow
you to sync your library
across multiple devices, so
you can pick up right
where you left off, no
matter which device you're

using.

Challenges and

Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with

challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability
of Titles

Not all books are available
for free, and sometimes the
quality of the digital copy

can be poor.

Digital Rights
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Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you
use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing
and transferring between

devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading
ebooks requires an internet
connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor

connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising
for free ebook sites as
technology continues to

advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology
will likely make accessing
and reading ebooks even
more seamless and

enjoyable.
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Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help
more people benefit from

free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized, free
ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in

learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a
wide range of books
without the financial burden.
They are invaluable
resources for readers of all
ages and interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why
not explore these sites and
discover the wealth of

knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites
are legal. They typically
offer books that are in the
public domain or have the
rights to distribute them.
How do | know if an ebook
site is safe? Stick to well-
known and reputable sites
like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews and
ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can |
download ebooks to any
device? Most free ebook
sites offer downloads in
multiple formats, making
them compatible with
various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free ebook
sites offer audiobooks?
Many free ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who prefer
listening to their books.

How can | support authors
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if | use free ebook sites? purchasing their books reviews, and sharing their

You can support authors by  when possible, leaving work with others.
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